Black Tea:  Known as black tea in English and ‘hong cha’ or red tea in Chinese, fully oxidized black tea is the most frequently consumed tea in the world. During the Japanese Occupation Period (1895-1945), Japan intended to make Taiwan its base for domestic black tea production, so they introduced the Assam tea tree varietal to Taiwan. Black teas from Nantou’s Puli and Hsinchu’s Beipu and Guanshi became famous for their quality at that time. Currently, Taiwan only produces a limited amount of Assam black tea in Nantou County’s Puli and Yuchi areas, and Hualien’s Ruihui. Recently, Taiwan developed a new domestic cultivar called Taiwan Tea #18, promoted under the name ‘Ruby 18.’ Today, Taiwan’s domestic consumption of black tea is largely dependent on imports. It is worth mentioning that one of the most popular ways to drink black tea in Taiwan is in ‘Boba’ (called Bubble Tea, Pearl Tea and other names in English), which was invented in Taiwan in the early 80s and has now spread around the world. Most black tea production in Taiwan goes into making Bubble Tea.
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Next Month’s issue will feature:

Guidelines for purchasing Taiwan teas
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