White Tip Oolong (Bai Hao Oolong or Pengfeng Tea):  This is Taiwan’s signature tea. In fact, for over 100 years, whenever international tea specialists mention Formosa Oolong, they are referring to this incredible White Tip Oolong. Hakka people call it ‘Pengfeng Tea,’ because the only place in the world that this tea is produced is in Taiwan’s northwestern Hakka areas. Westerners fondly call it ‘Oriental Beauty.’ Indeed, because of its short harvest time and the limited quantities produced, this tea is extremely expensive. Today, China, India, Sri Lanka, and Eastern Africa all have imitated production of this tea. However, due to Taiwan’s unique natural environment and production techniques, it is very difficult to duplicate its taste, even if the leaves might look similar. Therefore, Taiwan’s White Tip Oolong is still considered the best by connoisseurs worldwide. Its main production areas are Hsinchu County’s Beipu, Emei, and Hengshan, and Miaoli County’s Touwu, Shitan, and Toufen. Summer is the peak time for plucking White Tip Oolong. Only the young bud and top two tender leaves are selected, usually by the most experienced tea pickers. After plucking, the leaves are first withered in the sun, and then brought indoors for more withering and oxidation, during which the leaves are tossed periodically to assure even oxidization. Its name—White Tip Oolong—is derived directly from its appearance: the more downy white tips or buds there are, the better the quality. Thus, when judging quality, shape is less important than the appearance of white tips. The leaves are multi-colored: white tips intermingled with green, yellow, red, and brown. For this reason, tea experts playfully call it ‘five-color tea.’ The brewed tea is shimmering amber, with a rich, naturally sweet flavor reminiscent of ripe fruit. Take a trip down Taiwan’s local surface road No.3, visiting Hakka villages and enjoying fine Hakka scenery and delicious food along the way, and pick up a treasure at one of Taiwan’s original oolong tea areas. How can you possibly return home empty-handed from such a rewarding journey? 
Next Month’s issue will feature:

High Mountain Tea (Gao Shan Cha)












