Enjoy Fine Taiwan Teas
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Taiwan is an island located in the subtropics of Asia. Bordered on the east by the Pacific Ocean, it is affected seasonally by the monsoonal winds of India and southern Asia.  Taiwan’s temperate climate, abundant rainfall, and physical environment make it very suitable for growing tea trees. The total tea cultivation area is about 21,000 hectares, located primarily in the rolling hills of northern Taiwan and the central mountain ranges (200 to 2,500 meters in altitude). Annual production is about 20,500 metric tons. Taiwan’s main tea growing areas can be divided into five regions:

1) Northern Taiwan:  Includes Taipei County’s Hsindian, Pinglin, Shenkeng, Shidian, and Sanhsia; Taipei’s Mucha and Nangang; and Ilan County’s Datung, Sanhsing, Dongshan, and Jiaoshi.

2) Tao-Chu-Miao Area:  Includes Taoyuan, Hsinchu, and Miaoli Counties.

3) South-central Taiwan:  Includes Nantou, Yunlin, Taichung, Chiayi, Kaohsiung, and Pingtung Counties.

4) Eastern Taiwan:  Includes Taitung and Hualian Counties.

5) High Mountain Regions:  Taiwan’s high mountains are located in areas of 1,000 meters and higher altitude, including Alishan mountain (Ali Mt.) range, Yu Shan (Jade Mt.), Hsueh Shan (Snow Mt.), and the Central and Taitung mountain ranges. 
Originally, Taiwan’s export tea was grown mainly in the Tao-Chu-Miao area. However, over the past two decades, tea cultivation in these areas has been drastically reduced because there is no longer a competitive market for the teas that used to be produced there. Subsequently, much of the land has been converted into golf courses or high-tech factories. By contrast, there are many new production areas located in south-central Taiwan, including Nantou, Chaiyi, and Yunlin Counties, where the focus has been on developing new cultivars and improving production techniques. These efforts have led to increased output and higher tea quality, thus helping to satisfy rising domestic and international demand. For these reasons, the new cultivation areas continue to expand annually. Overall, the teas produced in Taiwan’s five main cultivation areas reflect the uniqueness of each region’s particular growing environment.
Next Month’s issue will feature:

Wenshan Pouchong Tea
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